
Route description

The walk starts at  information office ‘t Zand (Concert 
Hall). If you come by train, ask for directions if necessary at 
the  information office Railway Station (to find the office, 
follow signs to the ‘Centrum’ – centre - exit): leave the 
station using the exit on the centre side and cross the station 
square diagonally to the left. Then cross the ring road (Buiten 
Begijnenvest) in front of the station at the traffic lights and 
take the path to the left through the Koning Albertpark. This 
path leads to ‘t Zand and is made of large flat stones which 
may be somewhat  loose and uneven.

Stand on ‘t Zand with your back to the information office in 
the 1  Concertgebouw and cross the square diagonally to 
the left towards the pavilion of the underground car park. 
There is an 4  accessible toilet inside this building.

Go past the pavilion and continue straight ahead on ‘t Zand 
(keeping the restaurants and cafés on your right). Continue 
for a short while, then take the first street on your right: 
Zuidzandstraat. Continue to walk or drive on the right-hand 
side.

A little further on turn right into Sint-Salvatorskerkhof. 
Cross the street to visit the wheelchair-friendly 2  Saint 
Saviour’s Cathedral. Then continue on your way in the Sint-
Salvatorskerkhof; go around the cathedral and take the third 
street on your right: Heilige Geeststraat. Stay on the right-
hand side and turn right again at the end (at the far end of 
the Church of Our Lady) onto the Mariastraat. 

A bit further down the Mariastraat you can visit the 4  Saint 
John’s Hospital. Just before you arrive there, turn right 
through the gate directly opposite the Church of Our Lady. 
This will take you to the 3  Old St. John site. Immediately 
take a right turn; you will find yourself in the herb garden. 
From here, you can follow a loop around the site. A large 
part of this loop is on  rounded cobblestones. At the end 
of the loop, there is a rather  steep incline. If you want to 
avoid the rounded cobblestones, you can skip this loop. 

Leave the Old St. John site through the same gate. Go left on 
Mariastraat and cross the street a little further along (when 
you reach the Archaeological Museum on your left-hand 
side) to reach the 5  Church of Our Lady. The entrance to 
the church is behind the bus stop. Would you like to visit the 
museum in the church as well? Then you need to go to the 
new glass reception pavilion of the 6  Gruuthuse Museum 
(from spring 2019 onwards), where you can buy a ticket. Past 
the pavilion, you can follow a path which goes between the 
church and Gruuthuse Museum and leads to the Bonifacius 
bridge. This charming little bridge is not wheelchair 
accessible but you can admire the bridge from here while 
also getting a lovely view of the back of the church and the 
Gruuthuse palace from this spot.

Then turn back and cross the road to Guido Gezelleplein. 
Continue to your left and then take the first street on your 
right. This brings you back onto Mariastraat. At the end of 
Mariastraat, turn right into the Oude Burg. Then take an 
immediate left on the Simon Stevinplein. Then walk on the 
right side of the square. There is a  slight incline here. 
Still on the square, turn right into an alley: Loppemstraat. At 
the end of Loppemstraat you have to turn left into the Oude 
Burg. You have two options here: 
1. Stay on the left side of the street where there is a   

narrow (70 cm wide) section. 
2. Cross over via a  kerb of approximately 4 cm high. 

Then you can again cross the street diagonally past the 
bicycle parking facility. Alternatively, you can cross back 
diagonally at the Kartuizerinnenstraat towards City Hall.

Either way, you have to turn left further along Oude Burg 
through a gate under the 7  Cloth Hall. Now you arrive in 
the courtyard, from which you immediately have a nice view 
of the Belfry, which is not wheelchair accessible. You will find 
an 7  accessible toilet in the courtyard. Cross the courtyard 
to arrive on the world famous Market square. To the left, 
between the benches, there is a tactile model of the Belfry.

Cross the Market diagonally to the right to get to the 8  
Historium (there is a  3 cm-high kerb). The same building 
also houses an  information office and 8  accessible 
toilet. When leaving the building, go left and then continue 
along the left side of the Market.

A little further on, turn left into the Breidelstraat. The 9  
Bruges Beer Experience (not wheelchair accessible) is 
on your left. This street has a  slight incline and the  
cobbles are not in good condition. You will now arrive on 
the Burg, where you should turn right immediately. In the 
right corner you will find the famous 10  Basilica of the Holy 
Blood. To the left, at the centre of the Burg, is the beautiful 
11  City Hall. The white-gold building next to this is the Old 
Civil Registry; wherein you find the 12  Liberty of Bruges 
museum and the city archive. Continue on your way through 
the gate under the Old Civil Registry onto Blinde Ezelstraat. 
At the end you can see the Vismarkt, where you can buy 
fresh seafood every morning from Wednesday to Saturday. 
Once across the water, turn right and you will arrive at 
Huidenvettersplein, a lively square full of terraces.
 
Cross the square and you may need some help on the  
steep incline towards the Rozenhoedkaai. This is a very 
popular photo location, overlooking the Belfry and canals 
(Brugse reien).

Turn right onto Rozenhoedkaai and continue on the right-
hand side. At the intersection with the Wollestraat bridge, 
you may need help at a difficult crossing with a  small 
threshold and incline.

Continue walking or driving straight along Dijver. A little 
further on, between the rows of trees, cross the street 
(here you have to go down a  kerb of about 4 cm) to go 
through the gate to the 13  Groeninge Museum. The path 
leads you through the museum’s beautiful gardens. There 
is a short stretch of  rather tricky cobbles and quite a  
steep diamond plate downward incline along the way. After 
this, cross over Groeninge street and go through a gate to 
enter the charming city park of 14  Hof Arents. If you would 
prefer to avoid the diamond plate incline, go straight onto 
Groeninge street from Dijver, continue for a short while until 
you come to the gate to the Groeninge Museum on your left 
and the gate to Hof Arents on your right. Have a wander 
around the park for a while and revisit the Bonifacius Bridge 
that was mentioned before. Leave the park through the gate 
to the left of the bridge to get back onto Groeninge. Now 
go straight ahead until the end of Groeninge, where you 
should cross Nieuwe Gentweg (there is a  small kerb of 
about 3 cm). Then turn right. Here you will pass the  De 
Meulenaere and Sint-Jozef almshouses. These are not 
wheelchair accessible, but you can have a look inside.

At the end of the Nieuwe Gentweg, cross the street via a 
lowered kerb and turn right into Katelijnestraat. Continue 
along this street on the right-hand side. A little further on, 
near the   Rooms Convent almshouse (No. 21A) cross the 
street to turn into an alley called Stoofstraat. 

You will arrive at Walplein, where you continue to walk or 
drive on the right-hand side. Pass by 15  De Halve Maan 
brewery, continue straight on and turn right at the end into 
the Wijngaardstraat. This will lead you to the Wijngaardplein 
with the famous Bruges swans, and the 16  Beguinage. 

A little further on, turn right and cross the bridge to get to 
the main entrance of the Beguinage. However, this bridge is 

 quite steep and after the bridge there is a stretch of  
rounded cobblestones to cross. As a wheelchair user, it’s 
recommended that you use a different entrance: continue 
straight ahead across Wijngaardplein. You will arrive at the 
17  Minnewater. Then take the street on the right which also 
takes you alongside the water via a gate into the Beguinage. 
Turn right after passing through the gate. Most of the 
Beguinage can be seen properly via the flatter cobblestones 
along the inner circle. However, to get to that path you 
do have to cross some  uneven cobblestones first. The 
Beguinage church can only be visited via a steep removable 
ramp.

Leave the Beguinage via the same route and turn right 
immediately after passing through the gate. Then follow the 
path along the Minnewater. Turn right at the end, when you 
reach the Poertoren (tower). You may need some help there 
on a  slope. Follow the path along the water again and 
turn left at the end. You will see Bruges’ train station directly 
ahead of you. If you want to return to ‘t Zand, cross over to 
the right and take the path through the Koning Albertpark.

You will find more info about these places in the brochure.
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